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Puerto Rico Bishops Retreat— 
“Sin” and Freedom Victorious 


The political bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in Puerto Rico have 
been beaten by public opinion—and the courage of a woman! The heroine 
of the battle, which attracted world-wide attention, was Mayor Felisa Rincon 
de Gautier of San Juan, who was refused communion and threatened with 


ex-communication by Father Thomas 
Maisonet of the San Juan Cathedral.. 
San Juan’s lady mayor is a member, 
of the Popular Democratic Party 
headed by Governor Luis Munoz 
Marin who was triumphantly re- 
elected after defying Puerto Rico’s 
Catholic bishops and their new politi- 
cal vehicle, the Catholic Action Party. 

At each of five masses at the San 
Juan Cathedral on November 13th 
Father Maisonet announced “All 
those who disobeyed the order of the 
Bishops cannot receive the sacrament 
until they confess.” This order was 
directed against every Catholic who 
had voted for Governor Munoz and 
his Popular Democratic Party. “If 
you sin, you have to confess, it’s as 
simple as that,” said Father Maisonet. 
Stormed the lady mayor of San Juan 
in reply: “This thing is just too 
much.” She was one of hundreds of 
Catholics attending mass in the Ca- 
thedral when Father Maisonet issued 
his decree warning all voters for the 
Popular Democratic Party not to 
come forward for communion unless 
they confessed their sin and repented. 


Pressure and Counter-Pressure 
Although the Vatican had officially 
approved the order of Puerto Rico’s 
bishops boycotting the Popular Dem- 
ocratic Party and Governor Munoz, 
pressure from American cardinals 
and bishops forced a quick retreat. 
Archbishop James P. Davis of San 
Juan announced from Chicago that 
no Roman Catholic in Puerto Rico 
would be punished for a vote in favor 
of Governor Munoz. In a peace ges- 
ture, the Popular Democratic Party 
then announced that its aims did not 
contradict any Christian doctrines. 


(Continued on page 5) 





“Citizens” Ask Kennedy for 
Aid to Church Schools 


Citizens for Educational Freedom, 
a Roman Catholic group organized 
to agitate for tax funds for private 
schools, has sent off its opening ap- 
peal to President-elect Kennedy for 
help. Without waiting for the Presi- 
dent-elect to get the feel of his new 
chair, or even sit down in it, the Cit- 
izens sent him an appeal on behalf of 
“America’s 6,800,000 forgotten chil- 
dren who attend private, independent 
and church schools.” 

The appeal was sent from their 
national convention which met in St. 
Louis, November 12, 13. 


The Citizens ignored the fact that 
with the exception of Catholic chil- 
dren who nominally have no choice 
under Canon Law, other private 
school pupils are primarily from 
wealthy families who send them there 
because they prefer such institutions 
to the public schools. The resolution 
called upon President-elect John F. 
Kennedy to support a federal aid pro- 
gram providing aid to all parents of 
all pupils, regardless of need, in the 
form of vouchers cashable for educa- 
tion in any school. 

Inspirational speaker for the Cit- 
izens was Catholic Actionist, Dale 
Francis, a self-styled former Prot- 
estant preacher who specializes in 
anti-Protestant activity. Mr. Francis 
urged the 100 persons present to con- 
tinue their efforts to obtain “justice” 
in the field of education and to insist 
on the right of parents to give their 
children religious education without 
suffering financia! “discrimination.” 


Many Churches in Ohio 
Get Direct Tax Subsidy 


Once each year County Auditor 
Fred B. Goddard of Washington 
County, Marietta, Ohio, signs sub- 
sidy checks for the churches of the 
county. Some of the checks were 
ridiculously small in 1960. Pleasant 
View Evangelical United Brethren 
Church got 75 cents for three mem- 
bers residing in Barlow Township, 
$1.68 more for 23 members in Belpre 
Township and $10.60 for the 20 who 
live in Dunham Township, 


se 


Marietta (O.) First Baptist Church 


Worthy of a headline was the grant 
of $2.72 to the Constitution Method- 
ist Church! 

But conspicuous on the list of ap- 
plicants for state funds were major 
churches of the city of Marietta. 
Largest check, for $74.80 went to 
the First Baptist Church among 
whose members are former Governor 
C. William O’Neill. The big First 
Methodist Church received $62.90. 
The First Congregational Church, on 
the campus of Marietta College, rated 
$37.32; the First Presbyterian, 
$68.37. 

In Washington County and in 10 
other soytheastern Ohio counties in 
the fiscal Kear of 1960 churches, Prot- 
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e Editorial « 


Unfair to 
Protestants 


It is an American axiom that white 
Protestants are the only group that 
can be slurred and unfairly treated 
in every mass media today. Try it 
with any other group and the cry is 
heard: “Discrimination against mi- 
norities.” Try it with white Prot- 
estants and nothing happens. So it is 
tried frequently. 

Throughout the 1960 election cam- 
paign Protestant apprehension over 
a Catholic President was generally 
represented as religious prejudice. 
The fact that the Roman Catholic 
Church invariably seeks union with 
the state and drives for tax funds 
wherever it can, was passed over as 
irrelevant. Protestants were denied 
the right to refer to the persecution 
Protestants must suffer in countries 
like Spain and Colombia. This, too, 
was declared irrelevant. 


The Classic Example 


The classic example of press-TV 
unfairness to Protestants occurred in 
the reporting of the Presidential elec- 
tion itself. As the returns poured in 
on election night it was perfectly ob- 
vious that there was a Catholic bloc 
vote in Philadelphia, New York, Chi- 
cago, Detroit and other large cities, 
and that this bloc vote was about to 
deliver the election to Mr. Kennedy. 
Indeed, that is exactly what hap- 
pened. 

But you would never have known 
it from listening to the commentators. 
The immense and incredible majori- 
ties for Kennedy in certain Catholic 
dominated cities were accepted as a 
matter of course. The moment Ken- 
tucky, Oklahoma and _ Tennessee 
started to show strength for Nixon, 
however, the commentators pointed 
out that this was the area in which 
religious prejudice was a factor. For 
the commentators religious prejudice 
was a one-way street. 

Here are the facts, as practically 
all pollsters agree: Protestants split 
their votes, and even in such over- 
whelmingly Protestant states as North 
Carolina they gave Kennedy a sub- 
stantial majority. Roman Catholics 
did not practice the same breadth of 
view. By obtaining at least three- 
fourths of the Catholic vote in stra- 
tegically located areas, plus enough 
Protestant votes in the rest of the 
country, Mr. Kennedy was elected. 

Despite these facts the spokesmen 
for mass media for many years to 
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come will likely refer to “Protestant 
religious prejudice” in the 1960 elec- 
tion and will make little or no men- 
tion of Catholic bloc voting. 


Why Do They Do It? 


What causes the present intolerable 
evasion of the facts? Part of it is 
simply lazy journalism, willingness 
to trust outworn clichés like those of 
the Conference of Christians and 
Jews and _ over-simplifications like 
those of the Fair Campaign Practices 
Committee. Both of these organiza- 
tions dealt in platitudes about toler- 
ance without facing the reality that 
one church threatens the historic 
American policy of church-state sep- 
aration, and therefore needs to be 
watched with special care. Part of the 
reluctance to speak is based on fear 
of the Roman hierarchy and its social 
power. Part is based on the unwilling- 
ness of the American newspapers to 
present the actual facts about Cath- 
olic policy for fear of Catholic boy- 
cotts. Even the most distinguished 
American newspapers in the last cam- 
paign omitted the basic fact that since 
the publication of a complete state- 
ment of their aims by the Catholic 
bishops November 21, 1948—a state- 
ment which was widely printed in the 
press—the Catholic Church has 
twisted the first Amendment to its 
own purposes and pretended that 
public appropriations for its schools 
are constitutional. 

Against such twistings and turn- 
ings and cowardly retreats we can 
only speak the truth. We indict the 
American press for unfair treatment 
of basic Protestant principles and the 
constant pretense that justifiable ap- 
prehension is poisoned prejudice. 





Brotherhood Note 


Q. Is it permissible for a Catholic 
to sing at weddings in a non-Catholic 
church, if he is paid for his services? 
May a Catholic who makes his living 
at singing be engaged as a singer at 
non-Catholic services? What about 
the Catholic whose livelihood depends 
on odd singing jobs? 

A. The law of the Church as ex- 
pressed in the Code of Canon law 
(Canon 1258) says: “It is unlawful 
for the faithful to assist in any active 
manner, or take part in the sacred 
services of non-Catholics.”’ 

This prohibition includes the friend 
or relative who may be asked to sing 
at a non-Catholic wedding or funeral 
service as well as professional and 
odd-job singers (or instrumentalists) 
who would be paid for their services. 





According to the Code, it does not 
make any difference whether the per- 
son performs his artistic rendition 
gratis or for pay. A Catholic who 
takes an active part in a non-Catholic 
service, even though he may protest 
that he doesn’t believe in it, commits 
serious sin and, perhaps, grave scan- 
dal. 

As for the Catholic whose liveli- 
hood depends on odd-job singing, let 
us apply the moral principle that a 
person may not engage in a sinful 
occupation to earn a living. Since 
singing at a non-Catholic service in- 
volves a Catholic in serious sin, he 
may not augment his salary in that 
manner. 

—Father Raymond J. Neufeld in 
The Tablet, September 27, 1958, 
official newspaper of the Diocese 
of Brooklyn. 





COMING POAU EVENTS 


Jan. 5—Paul Blanshard: 
“The Future of Catholic 
Power” 

Constitution Hall, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Feb. 13-14— 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Portland, Oregon 
Theme: “Religion and Pub- 
lic Funds” 


Write for information. 
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| NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ President Duvalier of Haiti has expelled the country’s Roman 
Catholic primate, Archbishop Francois Poirier on the basis of a 
charge that the Archbishop distributed $7,000 to “Communist” stu- 
dent agitators in an effort to overthrow the regime. Archbishop 
Francois denied the charge. There have been persistent reports that 
the Roman Catholic Church desired the overthrow of the Duvalier 
government because of its reluctance to renew the 100-year-old 
concordat on the same lucrative terms for the church. The Amer- 
ican ambassador, rumored to be actively assisting the church in the 
controversy, has recently been replaced. 

@ Italy’s highest court has ruled that a woman who allows herself to be 
artificially inseminated without her husband’s consent is guilty of adultery. 
Charged with adultery by her estranged husband Signora Caria Casaretti 
Faeda gained acquittal in the lower court when she was able to prove the 
act of insemination. But the high court reversed the finding. It held that 
any birth “outside the limits of conjugal relationship” is a breach of fidelity. 

@ The Papal Nuncio in Spain has given orders to Spanish priests 
that they must offer complete submission to the authority of their 
bishops and must not presume to act independently of their supe- 
riors. The orders of Msgr. Hildebrando Antoniutti, the Nuncio, 
were apparently inspired by a statement of 339 Basque priests 
deploring the lack of political liberty in Spain. 

@ The Wall Street Journal has published an educated guess that the wealth 
of the Holy See, the centralized portion of the Roman Catholic Church, 
might range from $133,000,000 to $500,000,000, but its correspondent adds 
mournfully: “Because of extreme secrecy and complexity, no authority on 
the Catholic Church has ever been able to offer more than educated guesses 
about the Church’s over-all financial situation.” The above estimates do not 
include wealth controlled by individual dioceses, schools or religious orders. 

@ Birth control will be high on the agenda of the United Nations 
General Assembly in its 1961 sessions. This was indicated as Sweden 
served notice of its intention to request an “open and unbiased” dis- 
cussion of the explosive topic in approaching sessions. 

@ President Manual A. Prado of Peru has asked the legislature to enact 
a bill granting nuns and monks and other religious the right to vote in the 
country’s elections. \tany countries have barred such persons from voting 
because of their oath of total obedience to superiors which precludes inde- 
pendent judgment. President Prado was granted a divorce (called “annul- 
ment”) by the Roman Catholic Church after a marriage of more than 40 
years, with children and grandchildren, and was permitted a second mar- 
riage in the cathedral of Lima. (Review, Nov., 1958) 

@ Mexico’s bishops of the Roman Catholic Church have called 
for a repeal of Mexico’s constitutional prohibition against religious 
instruction. They declare that it violates the U.N. Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

@ Father Matias Cuesta, a Roman Catholic priest of Colorado, Dept. 
of Bolivar, Colombia, has ordered the town’s mayor to close both the 
Protestant chapel and school there. The mayor’s “communication” read: 
“Protestant services are prohibited wherever they may be held, until such 
time as the Mayor permits them again. The same order requires closure 
of the Protestant school.” 

@ Argentina, a leader of the Catholic bloc in the United Nations, 
announced on November 22nd, that her UN representatives would 
categorically oppose any consideration of the subject of birth con- 
trol as an offense against the “deeply rooted convictions” of some 
member states. 

@ The Hallelujah publishing house, a clandestine publisher of religious 
books, has been discovered and suppressed by the Soviet government. Pub- 
lication of all books is under rigid control of the government. An enterpris- 
ing young Muscovite, noting the demand for religious literature, persuaded 
some workers in the technical library to make their facilities available for his 
projects. “Not a single one of these workers could resist the temptation of 
money,” sighed the Russian newspaper, Literature i Zhizn. “Is it not a shame 
for these men who consider themselves atheists to do the same things as church 
people do?” 
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Governor-Elect of Vermont 
Defends Church-State Separation 


A powerful legal brief in defense of 
the complete separation of church and 
state was filed in the Supreme Court 
of Vermont in behalf of C. Raymond 
Swart by his counsel, F. Ray Keyser, 
Jr., the newly-elected Governor of 
Vermont. Keyser, who will become 
the youngest governor in the United 
States in January, is a constitutional 
lawyer with a clear legislative record 
of championship of separation of 
church and state. Until his election in 
November he served as Speaker of 
the Vermont House of Representa- 
tives. 

C. Raymond Swart, the South 
Burlington plaintiff in this case, won 
a lower court victory in this case 
when he charged that his town was 
paying $93,834 unconstitutionally to 
three Vermont Catholic High Schools 
for tuition, Cathedral High School, 
Bryce Memorial High School, and Mt. 
St. Mary’s Academy. 


Welfare or Religion? 


In a strong brief for his plain- 
tiff’s claim, filed with the Vermont Su- 
preme Court in November, Keyser 
and Attorney Stephen B. Richard- 
son of Burlington argued that local 
funds may not constitutionally be 
paid to sectarian high schools when 
students live in one township and go 
to a sectarian high school in another 
township. Opposing Catholic lawyers 
argued that such tuition payments 
could be justified as “welfare” bene- 
fits. To this Keyser and Richardson 
replied by quoting their favorable de- 
cision in the lower court. 


This public welfare theory then 
may be applicable to transporta- 
tion as a matter of safety or to po- 
lice protection or fire protection 
where sidewalks or streets or other 
general services of like kind, be- 
cause they are disassociated from 
religion. The practice cannot be 
justified as public welfare when re- 
ligion becomes an integral part of 
the curriculum of a sectarian school. 


The Keyser-Richardson brief 
pointed out that all three of the Cath- 
olic high schools receiving tuition pay- 
ments from South Burlington at the 
present time require their Catholic 
students to take courses in Catholic 
religion, and that the schools “receive 
their principal support from, are con- 
trolled by and are an integral part of 
the Roman Catholic Church.” 
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President Kennedy Proclaims His American Credo; 
Millions Ask Whether He Will Keep Faith 


[As an educational service POAU publishes here statements by the Presi- 
dent-elect John F. Kennedy on church-state issues during the 1960 election 
campaign. A more complete compendium of these statements is available 
from POAU for 5c a copy. Quantity rates upon inquiry. ] 


Independence of Judgment 


“The Democratic Party has once again placed its confidence in the Amer- 
ican people, and in their ability to render a free, fair judgment—to uphold 
the Constitution and my oath of office—and to reject any kind of religious 
pressure or obligation that might directly or indirectly interfere with my con- 
duct of the Presidency in the national interest. 


“My record of fourteen years supporting public education—supporting 
complete separation of church and state—and resisting pressure from any 
source on any issue should be clear by now to everyone. . . . It is not relevant 
what pressure, if any, might conceivably be brought to bear on me. I am 
telling you now what you are entitled to know: that my decisions on every 
public policy will be my own—as an American, a Democrat and a free man.” 
(Acceptance Speech, July 15, 1960) 


“Whatever issue may come before me as President . . . I will make 
my decision in accordance with what my conscience tells me to be in the 
national interest, and without regard to outside religious pressures or dic- 
tates.” (Speech to Houston Ministerial Association, Sept. 13, 1960) 


Determination to Resist Clerical Pressures 


“T believe in an America where the separation of church and state is 
absolute—where no Catholic prelate would tell the President (should he be 
Catholic) how to act and no Protestant minister would tell his parishioners 
for whom to vote—where no church or church school is granted any public 
funds or political preference. . . .” (Houston Ministerial Association, Sept. 
13, 1960) 


“Tf any church attempted to influence me in a way which was improper 
... then I would reply to them that this was an improper action on their part. 
It was one to which I could not subscribe, that I was opposed to it and that 
it would be an unfortunate breach of—an interference with—the American 
political system.” (Houston Ministerial Association, Sept. 13, 1960) 


The Separation of Church and State 


“T believe as a senator that the separation of church and state is funda- 
mental to our American concept and heritage and should remain so.” (Look, 
March 3, 1959) 


“T believe in an America where the separation of church and state is 
absolute. .. .” (Houston Ministerial Association, Sept. 13, 1960) 


School Aid and Other Church-State Issues 


“There can be no question of Federal funds being used for support of 
parochial or private schools. It’s unconstitutional under the First Amendment 
as interpreted by the Supreme Court. I’m opposed to the Federal Govern- 
ment’s extending support to sustain any church or its schools.” (Look, March 
3, 1959) 


“Federal assistance to parochial schools is a very legitimate issue actually 
before the Congress. I am opposed to it. I believe it is clearly unconstitu- 
tional.”” (Speech to American Society of Newspaper Editors, April 21, 1960) 


“T ask you tonight . . . to judge me on the basis of my declared stand 
. against any boycott of the public schools (which I have attended my- 
self).”” (Houston Ministerial Association, Sept. 13, 1960) 


“T am flatly opposed to appointment of an ambassador to the Vatican, 
Whatever advantages it might have in Rome-—-and I’m not convinced of 
these—they would be more than offset by the divisive effect at home.” 
(Look, March 3, 1959) 
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Approves Giveaway 
In Fall River 


Another convincing demonstration 
of clerical control has been registered 
in Fall River, Mass. with the an- 
nouncement of the “sale” of 37.66 
acres of city-owned land to the di- 
ocesan bishop, James L. Connolly. 
News of the transaction was pub- 
lished in the Fall River Herald-News 
on October 6. Bishop Connolly said 
he intended to use the land for a 
boys’ school and monastery of the 
Roman Catholic faith. 

“Sale” of the tax-payers’ land to 
the bishop was unanimously approved 
by the City Council. There was no 
opposition that dared to make itself 
vocal, though there was much latent 
bitterness in Fall River over the 
transfer of the valuable public prop- 
erty to a sectarian group. The $1 
price, which seems to be the going 
rate for giveaways in New England, 
was meticulously observed in this 
transaction. It is reported that a 
check in this amount, duly signed and 
sealed, has been delivered to the city 
fathers in return for their handsome 
gift of tax-free land to the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Perhaps the most enlightening 
comment came from a young Protes- 
tant minister who stressed the fact 
that he was not to be named: ‘I wish 
some of my seminary professors had 
to live under this sort of thing a while. 
They might have had a different slant 
and might have given me one. I have 
sense enough to see we just can’t have 
too much of this.”’ 

Asked what seminary he had at- 
tended, he replied: “O never mind 
that.” 
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Headline of the Month 
“Syllabus of Errors 
No Enemy to Liberty” 


—From the Denver Catholic Reg- 
ister, November 6, 1960, the leading 
diocesan Catholic newspaper of the 
United States. Actually, the Syllabus 
of Errors of Pope Pius [LX denounces 
as one of the principal errors of mod- 
ern times the thesis that “every man 
is free to embrace and to profess that 
religion which, guided by the light of 
reason, he judges true.” 
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Communists Show Gains 
In Italian Elections 


Biggest gainer in the Italian pro- 
vincial elections held early in No- 
vember was the Communist-Socialist 
Left. The Left vote in the allegedly 
99% Catholic Italy rose to 38.9 per- 
cent of the total, a gain of 3.9 percent 
over the 1956 figures. Italy has the 
largest Communist party in the 
world outside Russia and Red China, 
though France had previously offered 
some rivalry in the matter. Spain is 
believed to have a strong Communist 
apparatus but, since it is under- 
ground, its strength is difficult to ap- 
praise. 

The Roman Catholic Party, called 
“The Christian Democrats,” led the 
voting with 10 million to the Com- 
munist-Socialist nine and a half mil- 
lion, but its gain over 1956 was only 
1.4 per cent compared with the Left’s 
gain of 3.9 per cent. 

Some years ago the Vatican threat- 
ened with excommunication all Ital- 
ians who voted for the Left. The 
threat had little appreciable influence 
on the voting and, in view of the 
widespread defiance, was found im- 
possible to carry out. 

Observers anticipated stepped-up 
Government demands for United 
States aid as the Communists moved 
closer to power in the Italian prov- 
inces. 





Who’s the Bigot? 


“We Baptists are not deterred 
by the noisy, unintelligent cry 
of bigotry. We smile at the spec- 
tacle of those who side with a 
church that stigmatizes all other 
churches as counterfeit, that in- 
validates marriages performed 
by others and forbids its children 
from attending our public 
schools.” 

—Dr. J. M. Dawson, honorary 
vice-president of POAU. 
Quoted from Florida Baptist 
Witness, Nov. 3, 1960. 











SORRY; OUR MISTAKE! 


We are sorry that in too hastily condensing 
an article by Paul Blanshard in PRESBYTERIAN 
LIFE for last July, we wrongly declared that 
the Catholic Church in Hays, Kansas had 
tapped public funds for a new convent and 
a new girls’ high school. (Oct. 1960 Review) 
Mr. Blanshard’s article did not contain this 
statement. The unlawful expenditure of public 
funds which we charged, and which is still 
continuing, involves the unlawful use of public 
money for current operational expenses of 
Catholic schools. 
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Pope John XXIII 


Puerto Rico Bishops 
(Continued from page 1) 


The Washington Post, sharply re- 
buking the Puerto Rican bishops said: 
“The demand in Puerto Rico for pen- 
ance on the part of citizens who have 
voted their conscience at the polls 
seems strangely out of harmony with 
the emphasis which the Catholic bish- 
ops of the United States are placing 
upon individual freedom and respon- 
sibility.” 

Meanwhile, the State Department 
replied to a request of C. Stanley 
Lowell that it ask the American Am- 
bassador to Italy to protest church 
interference in the political affairs of 
Puerto Rico. Instead of meeting the 
issue, the Department used the re- 
quest as a means of advancing propa- 
ganda for appointment of a U. S. Am- 
bassador to the Vatican. The letter 
explained that the Ambassador could 
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Mayor de Gautier 


not contact the Vatican, because “the 
U.S. does not extend diplomatic rec- 
ognition to the State of Vatican City.” 

Although the Catholic hierarchy of 
Puerto Rico was forced by public 
opinion to reverse itself, the Catholic 
press both in the Island and in the 
United States participated in a cam- 
paign of vilification against Governor 
Munoz because he favored the right 
of birth control and the freedom of 
Puerto Rico’s public schools from 
Catholic religious instruction. 

In Puerto Rico, Father Jorge 
Figueroa refused to officiate at the 
funeral of a parishioner, Felix Ro- 
sado, who had voted for Governor 
Munoz in the elections. Mr. Rosado 
was buried without Catholic services. 
Governor Munoz drove to the village 
of Vega Alta to express condolences 
to Rosado’s widow, and told the mem- 
bers of the family to continue to be 
good Catholics in spite of the dis- 
criminatory treatment. 





“People’s Padre,” Emmet McLoughlin 


postage. 





Build Your Church-State Library 


—with these basic books 


“Church, State and Freedom,” Leo Pfeffer 
“God and Man in Washington,” Paul Blanshard 
“American Freedom and Catholic Power,” Blanshard 


“American Culture and Catholic Schools,” McLoughlin 


Save $1.90! Order all five books at one time, pay only $25. Price includes 


Order from POAU 


$10.00 
3.50 
4.50 
3.95 
4.95 














An effort by the city of Nashville 
to assess some $5,000,000 in taxes 
against Baptist properties has been 
overruled by the Tennessee Board of 


Equalization. The proposed levies 
would have yielded about $150,000 
annually for Nashville. Dr. James L. 
Sullivan, executive secretary of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, de- 
clared that the board’s decision was 
a proper one in that his organization 
“has always been a religious institu- 
tion and its activities are wholly and 
simply an extension of the Baptist 
churches, .. .” 
.* @ 

Fordham University which was 
given preferred treatment and a give- 
away price for a new site on publicly 
acquired land at Lincoln Square in 
New York City, has given a convinc- 
ing demonstration of the kind of 
scholarship which obtains on its pub- 
licly subsidized campus. Two plays 
by Jean-Paul Sartre and Jean Genet 
were canceled by university censors; 
Sartre’s works are on the Index. 
In another action the censors banned 
showing of the Ingmar Bergman film, 
“Brink of Life” because it deals with 
childbirth. When members of the 
Abbey Film Society objected, the 
University officials forthwith dis- 
solved their group. 

* * * 

The Legion of Decency, a subsid- 
iary of the Catholic Church, reports 
that after recent Supreme Court de- 
cisions against censorship there has 
been an “alarming” increase in ob- 
jectionable motion pictures. Accord- 
ing to its standards there were 64 out 
of 275 “objectionable” films this year, 
and 43 out of 280 “objectionable” in 
1959, 

= * 

The Jersey City Association for 
Separation of Church and State lost 
another battle when the Appellate Di- 
vision of Superior Court in Jersey 
City refused to grant an injunction 
against constructing laboratories at 
public expense for the use of a Cath- 
olic institution, Seton Hall Univer- 
sity. The court, however, gave the 
Association permission to file a later 
suit. 

* * * 

St. Agnes Parish of the Roman 

Catholic Church in Cleveland made 


6 


news there when it announced that a 
program of tithing would replace 
bingo, bazaars, raffles, dinners, etc., 
as a method of church financing. 

o* * * 


The Connecticut Court of Errors 
(the state’s highest court) has again 
upheld the constitutionality of the 
state’s birth control laws. The com- 
plaint had been brought by Mr. and 
Mrs. David M. Trubek, students at 
Yale, and is one of a number of suits 
which have brought before the courts 
different sets of relevant facts. The 
U.S. Supreme Court has already ac- 
cepted jurisdiction in a similar case. 

« * * 


Although the Supreme Court has 
agreed to review the case of Roy R. 
Torcaso, would-be notary public of 
Maryland who was refused a notary’s 
commission because he declined to 
express a belief in God, his case may 
not be decided until late in 1961. Tor- 
caso’s lawyers argue that the Mary- 
land law imposes an illegal religious 
test outlawed by Article VI of the 
United States Constitution. 





Ohio Church Subsidy 
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estant and Catholic alike, came cup 
in hand for the only direct tax sub- 
sidy ever voted by the Congress of 
the United States specifically “for the 
support of religion.” The amount is 
small—only $2,200 last year—with 
an over-all average of about $10,000 
in years when the grants are made. 


How Can This Be? 


How can this happen in a land 
whose Constitution forbids an estab- 
lishment of religion and whose courts 
have consistently denied tax funds for 
support of churches? The answer is 
that it has been going on for 174 
years, since before the Constitution 
itself was enacted. The practice has 
never been challenged in the courts. 

On July 23, 1787 the Continental 
Congress, operating under the Arti- 
cles of Confederation, made a grant of 
public lands to the Ohio Company 
with the proviso that “The lot No. 29 
in each Township or fractional part 
of a township be given perpetually for 
the purpose of religion.” 

Congress in 1792 under the new 
U. S. Constitution ratified the Ohio 
Company’s land grant including its 
provision for “support of religion.” 
By this time, however the First 
Amendment prohibiting any law by 
Congress establishing religion was 
on the books. Congress had misgiv- 





ings on the land grants for religion 
and rejected any further extension of 
the principle. No action was taken, 
however, to repeal the already exist- 
ing land act of 1787 and it was only 
recently when State Auditor James A. 
Rhodes began some articles on the 
so-called “irreducible debt” of Ohio 
that local public attention was drawn 
to the matter. 


No Way Out? 


No challenge has ever been offered 
in the courts to the constitutionality 
of the church grants. Today, after a 
century and three-quarters, the 
churches in these counties are still 
going down to the auditor’s office 
every year to file their claims and 
take home their checks. 

The various “‘lots No. 29” were, of 
course, sold about 150 years ago, on 
the average. A few with little or no 
economic value remained under the 
trusteeship of the Ohio Company 
when it was finally dissolved in 1917. 
Its assets were turned over to the 
State of Ohio and most people 
thought that ended the matter. 

It was ruled, however, that full 
legal responsibility to carry out in 
perpetuity all the obligations of the 
Ohio Company still rested with the 
State of Ohio. So, the payments go 
on and it will apparently take an act 
of Congress to stop them. The state 
auditor pays off on a per capita basis, 
so much for each church member. 
Members in some townships are worth 
more than in others because payment 
is made on the basis of the number 
of church members reported in each. 

One lesson from the 174-year-old 
Ohio Company Land Act is surely 
clear. Once a public subsidy, however 
small, becomes established, it tends to 
persist. At last it may take a major 
effort to root it out. 


What Do They Teach 
In Catholic Schools? 


Photographic examples 
of the teachings all citizens 
would be forced to pay for, 
if parochial schools get tax 
funds. 


$3 per 100; 12 for 50c 


For a free sample copy, send 
stamped, self-addressed enve- 
lope, (Members only.) No free 
copies sent after January 16, 
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The Religious Factor 
In the 1960 Election 


Most political experts agree that 
in the 1960 election Protestant anxi- 
eties about a Catholic in the White 
House and Catholic bloc voting were 
two of the most important factors in 
determining the outcome. Probably 
Protestant anxieties determined a 
larger number of votes but Catholic 
bloc voting power was strategically 
located in such large states as New 
York, Illinois and Pennsylvania, and 
thus became more important in de- 
termining the outcome in the electoral 
college. 

As of early December, before the 
meeting of the Electoral College, un- 
official returns showed that Kennedy 
received only 49.75 percent of the 
popular vote with 34,130,719 votes, 
while Nixon received 49.49 percent 
of the votes with 33,955,913 votes. 
At that time it was estimated that 
minority groups and unpledged states 
in the South secured at least 512,000 
votes. 

The outcome made Kennedy a mi- 
nority president, since he secured less 
than one-half of the total vote cast. 
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Informal estimates indicated that 
both the Catholic vote and the Jewish 
vote were overwhelmingly pro-Ken- 
nedy. 


Catholic Blocs Decisive 


Strategic location of Catholic bloc 
votes in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Illinois and Massachusetts proved de- 
cisive. Protestant anxieties about a 
Catholic in the White House proved 
to be less vital in the South than ex- 
pected, since Kennedy carried North 
Carolina, which is almost wholly 
Protestant, South Carolina, Georgia 
and Arkansas. 


As this issue of the Review goes 
to press, Republican leaders are chal- 
lenging the election of Kennedy in 
both Illinois and Texas, charging 
fraud, particularly among Negro 
voters. If these two states should be 
transferred from Kennedy to Nixon 
in the Electoral College, the election 
would be thrown into the House of 
Representatives, with the House 
choosing a President and the Senate 
a Vice President. 

The strength of the religious factor 
in the campaign was indicated by 
the difference between the vote for 
successful non-Catholic senatorial 


candidates and the vote for Senator 
Kennedy. In Illinois Senator Paul 
Douglas ran far ahead of Senator 
Kennedy, and a similar situation de- 
veloped in Minnesota and Oregon 
where Humphrey and Maureen Neu- 
berger ran ahead of their party’s Pres- 
idential candidate. It is commonly 
agreed by all political commentators 
that Kentucky, Tennessee and Okla- 
homa were carried by Nixon because 
of Protestant anxieties about a Cath- 
olic President. 


Several million Protestant voters 
were evidently persuaded to support 
Kennedy by his eloquent speech to 
the Protestant ministers of Houston 
in which he pledged to support “the 
absolute separation of church and 
state.” 


Lodge Was No Help 


Pundits also point out that Nixon 
may have lost the election when his 
running mate, Henry Cabot Lodge, 
indicated moral support for the prin- 
ciple of tax aid for parochial schools. 
Southern Baptist voters, resolved to 
maintain the wall of separation be- 
tween church and state were shaken 
by this announcement, and it is be- 


(Continued on page 8) 








St. Barbara Just Like Santa Claus 
Says Jolly General From Fort Sill 


A “Papa knows best” letter is be- 
ing sent out by the commanding offi- 
cer of Ft. Sill, Okla., to explain to 
those who write in protest why he 
insists on forcing a Roman Catholic 
patron saint on men of all faiths at 
that installation. 

Some of the letters are being signed 
by Brigadier General E. S. Hartshorn, 
Jr., though an identical communica- 
tion sometimes arrives over the signa- 
ture of Colonel Walter J. Bryde. Both 
are officers at Ft. Sill. General Hart- 
shorn points out that “everyone rec- 
ognizes .. . Santa Claus without giv- 
ing thought to religious implications 
and .. . Halloween was celebrated by 
all American youngsters and parents 
everywhere, without religious conno- 
tations .. .” 

General Hartshorn then leaps from 
bathos to bathos writing piously: “I 
can assure you that we make a spe- 
cial effort to avoid repercussions of a 
religious nature.’”’ He closes with the 
remark that the St. Barbara program 
has been in operation since 1957 and 
implies that since no protest had been 
lodged earlier, nothing could be done 
about it now. 

Those who protested the imposi- 
tion of this Catholic cult on their sons 
and loved ones were startled at the 
remark about “avoiding religious re- 
percussions”’ in view of the fact that 
a St. Barbara certificate issued to all 
graduates of the artillery school au- 
thorizes the men to call upon this 
Catholic saint “when in danger or 
distress.” 


Archer Comments 


In a public comment on the patron 
saint furor at Ft. Sill, Glenn L. 
Archer, executive director of POAU, 
pointed out (November 1960 Re- 
view) that St. Barbara is listed at 





page 271 of the 1960 National Cath- 
olic Almanac as an official saint of the 
Roman Catholic Church and that this 
book does not list saints of other de- 
nominations. He also mentioned that 
while prayers to saints were a routine 
part of Roman Catholic faith they 
are repugnant to most Protestants 
and Jews. 

The patron saint program, backed 
by such Catholic Action groups as the 
Holy Name Society, has been stirring 
dissension and undermining morale in 
the armed services for a long time. 
Things reached such a pass over the 
St. Maurice program at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, that there was an of- 
ficial investigation. This resulted in 
an order to pull down all the signs 
and symbols of St. Maurice, to desist 
from the obnoxious practice of forcing 
adoration of the saint upon all men 
and to confine St. Maurice programs 
in the future “to unofficial and vol- 
untary participation by those inter- 
ested.” The order was signed by 
Major General R. V. Lee, Adjutant 
General. 

Still earlier (November 1958 Re- 
view) Catholic Action had succeeded 
in promoting the cause of St. Maurice 
as patron saint of U. S. Infantry at 
Ft. Benning, Ga. Here, too, the ex- 
cesses of the program were finally 
halted by an official order. 

It appeared evident that Prot- 
estant and Jews seeking relief from 
the St. Barbara mess at Ft. Sill would 
not get it from either Brigadier Gen- 
eral E. S. Hartshorn, Jr. or Colonel 
Walter J. Bryde there. They would 
have to carry their protest higher— 
perhaps to the Secretary of Defense 
or the Commander-in-Chief. 





CHURCH AND STATE 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Return Postage Guaranteed 


Second-Class Postage Paid at Washington, D. C. 








The Religious Factor 


(Continued from page 7) 


lieved that enough went over from 
the Nixon to the Kennedy column to 
carry such states as Texas. 

Washington commentators now 
agree that Senator Kennedy will be 
compelled to lean over backwards 
in the attempt to convince those Prot- 
estant voters who supported him that 
his pledges concerning the separation 
of church and state were sincere. They 
also agree that he will be under great 
pressure from his church. 

Although Senator Kennedy carried 
8 of 12 states having Catholic popu- 
lations of more than 30%, it is not 
believed that the state percentage was 
as important as the concentration of 
Catholic bloc voting in certain large 
cities. A number of states with the 
smallest percentage of Catholic voters 
supported Kennedy at the polls. 

David Lawrence, political colum- 
nist, estimated that approximately 
5,000,000 Catholic voters whose 
predecessors had voted for Eisen- 
hower in 1956 switched to Kennedy, 
largely because of the religious issue. 
Their location in states like New 
York, Pennsylvania and Illinois, he 
believes, determined the outcome of 
of the election. 

Preliminary estimates of the Jew- 
ish vote indicate that it was over- 
whelmingly pro-Kennedy, possibly 
even more pro-Kennedy than the 
Catholic vote. This result, however, 
was not surprising because the Jew- 
ish vote is usually Democratic. 





“Thank God, under our Con- 
stitution there was no connection 
between Church and State, and 
that in my action as President of 
the United States | recognized 
no distinction of creeds in my 
appointments to office.” 

—James K. Polk, 11th Presi- 
dent of the United States 
(term—1845-49). 

Quoted in “The Great Quo- 
tations” by George Seldes. 
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